CHAPTER VII

THE DISPERSION

OF LATIN-CATHOLIC

EDUCATION

(UOOAD.-17OOAD.)

A.   EDUCATION IN LATIN EUROPE
Italy
The most effective translators of humanist theory into pedagogical practice were
Vittorino da Feltre who established a school in Mantua and Guarino da Verona who
established a school at Ferrara. Vittorino's effort was far more liberal than that of
Guarino who stressed classical scholarship to the virtual neglect of science and
mathematics. Called in by the Duke of Mantua to establish a school for his children,
Vittorino set out to create a school according to the ideas of Cicero and Quintilian as
he interpreted them. He accepted in his school not only the children of the nobility
but a few lower-class boys as well. The aims of the school were couched in terms of
the Roman ideal: a wellborn youth with a broad background of knowledge, the
manners and social graces suitable to the ruling classes, and loyalty to basic Christian
principles. The chief means to this end were the study of the classics and mathematics.
Vittorino's course of study included all the seven liberal arts except logic. This
omission represented the humanist's distaste for medieval scholasticism. Instead, major
attention was given to the study of Latin and Greek grammar, to declamation,
composition, and the elegances of style to be achieved through rhetoric. Much stress
was put upon imitating and memorizing long passages from Cicero, Vergil, Ovid,
Horace, Homer, and Demosthenes as well as other standard Latin and Greek authors.
Arithmetic, geometry, astronomy, and a little music were also studied.
The significant thing is that the basic medieval liberal arts continued to be
taught, with the reinterpretation given to them by the humanist emphasis upon
classical literature. This could mean a revitalizing and stimulating experience for those
fifteenth-century youths who caught the civic enthusiasms of the early humanist
educators. Vittorino even went beyond the literary arts to try to recapture the Greek
ideal of well-rounded development by making use of physical training: games, sports,
athletic contests, and exercise. This whole experience was doubtless refreshing and
exhilarating to many students in comparison with what was to be found in the private